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Key;

Staffordshire Way

Staffordshire &
Worcestershire Canal or
Shropshire Union Canal

1 St James Acton Trussell p5
2 All Saints Bednall p5
3 St Laurence Coppenhall p5
4 St Leonard Dunston p5

5 St Michael & All Angels Penkridge p6
6 St John Stretton p6
7 All Saints Lapley p6
8 St Mary Wheaton Aston p6

9 St Mary Blymhill p7
10 St Andrew Weston-u-lizard p7
11 St John The Evangelist Bishops Wood p7
12 St Mary & St Chad Brewood p7

13 St Mary R.C Church Brewood p8
14 Brewood Methodist Church Brewood p8
15 St Nicholas Codsall p8
16 St Chad Pattingham p8

17 St Paul Coven p9
18 St Mary & St Luke Shareshill p9
19 Salem Chapel Cheslyn Hay p9
20 St Marks Great Wyrley p9

21 St Mary Patshull p10
22 All Saints Trysull p10
23 St Benedict Biscop Wombourne p10
24 St Michael And All Angels Himley p10

25 Church Of The Holy Cross Bobbington p11
26 St Mary Enville p11
27 St Peter Kinver p11

Open

Closed

Key Holder nearby
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If you take the opportunity to explore the South
Staffordshire Historic Churches Trail, a wealth of eclectic
rural treasures will ensure you have a fascinating and
fulfilling stay in the district. Historic houses and country
parks, meandering canals with magnificent locks and
beautiful scenery will accompany your exploration of
historic churches within the district.

Many of the churches featured in this trail are located
within picturesque villages with friendly shops and a
superb array of excellent amenities to make the most of
your visit to South Staffordshire.

Whether you are here for a weekend or a week you will
find plenty of places to stay. There are hotels and
guesthouses, farmhouses and self catering accommodation.
Restaurants, bistros and tearooms abound and many pubs
now serve delicious hot and cold food during the day.
Many are close to the churches featured in this trail.

The Historic Churches Trail of South Staffordshire is
accessible by varying forms of transport. In some cases
you may wish to explore by foot and several of these
churches are near to the Staffordshire Way offering an
added attraction for keen walkers, who will be admiring
the district’s super scenery. The Shropshire Union Canal
and the Staffordshire and Worcester Canal attract
thousands of visitors and many of the churches featured
in the trail are in canalside villages. By car there are many
resting places along the way, ensuring you are well stocked
and well fed throughout your visit.

Enjoy exploring The Historic Churches Trail of South
Staffordshire, for your journey will prove hugely rewarding
and provide a fascinating insight into the captivating
history and heritage of South Staffordshire.

South StaffordshireWelcome  to

Your Country - You’re Welcome
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The church was built at a cost of
£1100 by Henry Wood and was
consecrated by the Bishop of
Lichfield in 1846.

The tower and spire were added in
1849. Interesting features include
5 stained glass windows and 32
gargoyles. The West window is
particularly fine.

ALL SAINTS - BEDNALL

ST JAMES - ACTON TRUSSELL

The church stands 1/4 mile south
of the village of Acton Trussell and
consists of an undivided nave and
chancel, a vestry, a west tower and
a south porch. The base of the tower
is 13th century, 2 windows and a
buttress are 14th century. A spire
was added to the church in the 16th
century and the whole of the church
was restored in 1869/70.

ST LAURENCE - COPPENHALL

The church is a small stone building
consisting of a nave and chancel,
with a locally rare timber bell tower
at the west end.

The church is of special interest
being a comparatively unaltered
example of a small church dating
from the 12th Century

This Victorian church by W D Griffin
of Wolverhampton in late 13th
Century Gothic style serves the
mainly farming community of
Dunston.

Prominently sited with a distinctive
spire and fine lychgate, it forms a
local landmark and is also accessible
by public footpath from the canal at
nearby Acton Trussell

ST LEONARD - DUNSTON
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Formerly the Chapel of Ease of
Penkridge and twice burnt down
and rebuilt, the present building still
retains a 12th century chancel.

The nave and trancepts were rebuilt
in 1753. The foundation stone was
laid in 1859, when the chancel was
repaired.

ST JOHN -STRETTON

ALL SAINTS - LAPLEY

The church was originally cruciform
in plan, with a central tower but
over the years the trancepts have
been removed and all that remains
are the chancel, tower and nave.

Traces of the original church can be
seen today and there are 13th
century sedila and piscina.

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS - PENKRIDGE

This church was founded as a
Chantry chapel in 910-913 so priests
could say Mass for the souls of
Saxon warriors killed in battle. The
present building was begun around
1225 and has been enlarged over the
centuries. The first major restoration
of the church was in 1881 when the
alabaster effigies were placed near
the high altar. In 1999 the church
was again re-ordered with special
work by craftsmen in oak and glass.

ST MARY - WHEATON ASTON

An ancient map shows the Chapel-
of-Ease was situated here before
1577. The present church was
dedicated by Bishop Lonsdale of
Lichfield in 1857.

The church comprises of nave,
chancel, north and south trancepts
and south porch and has fine
example of Victorian carved oak and
good tiling.
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By far the oldest building in the
parish of Brewood, the principal
interest of this handsome church is
its monuments and memorials to
the Giffard family.

The oldest part of the present
building dates from the early
English period of seven hundred
years ago.

ST MARY THE VIRGIN & ST CHAD - BREWOOD

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST - BISHOPS WOOD

The church was opened on the 16th
June 1850 and consecrated on the
10th June 1851 by the Bishop of
Lichfield.

Built in local sandstone, the church
is of Early English style having a
cruciform plan with lancet
windows. The south porch set into
a  tower surrounded by a stone
spire. The interior has an attractive
pitch pine open truss roof.

Although attached to the main
house at Weston Park, this is still
the parish church, and is a fine
building with a mediaeval core, with
post reformation tower and nave by
Lady Wilbraham to whom the house
is also attributed.

ST ANDREW - WESTON-UNDER-LIZARD

This beautiful 14th century church
has some very unusual and
distinctive features including fine
gargoyles and a gabled dresser tomb
on the south of the chancel.

The interior is lit by fine windows,
including a row of Arts and Crafts
hipped dormers forming a
clerestory light.

ST MARY - BLYMHILL
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ST NICHOLAS - CODSALL

Standing impressively 503 feet
above sea level the church tower
dates from the 13/14th century
while the present church
incorporating this was built in 1848
on the site of the medieval church.

The architect was Edward Banks of
Wolverhampton, also the architect
of Codsall Railway Station and the
village is accessible by rail.
(Opening times vary)

ST CHAD - PATTINGHAM

The Saxon cross in the churchyard,
the Norman arches in the North
aisle, the perpendicular nave and
the chancel, and the Victorian
additions and furnishings show the
long history of the church in
Pattingham.

Unusually, the bell tower with
eight bells is entirely within the main
building.

ST MARY R.C CHURCH - BREWOOD

Overlooking the Shropshire Union
canal at the western edge of the
village the church was formally
opened in June 1844.

Designed by Augustus Welby Pugin
in the early English style the church
has an ancient statue of the blessed
Virgin Mary originally sited in the
chapel of Blackladies Benedictine
Convent.

Known as ‘Wesley Chapel’ and built
in 1868, the church is a typical
country church, rectangular in shape
with a small room attached for use
as a vestry or classroom.

The village of Brewood has many
very fine historic buildings, and
facilities for visitors.

BREWOOD METHODIST CHURCH
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The church has served the parishes
of Great Wyrley and Cheslyn Hay
since 1845, and there have been
many changes during those years,
not least the population increase
from 1,200 - 22,000.

The church remains a place for quiet
and prayer, the focal point being the
East Window, depicting God as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

ST MARKS - GREAT WYRLEY

SALEM CHAPEL - CHESLYN HAY

A particularly fine example of its
type, this chapel has very richly
detailed terracotta work on its
distinctive front.

Together with the adjoining
Sunday school they form a fine
pair of buildings in the heart of
Cheslyn Hay

This church is half medieval and
half 18th Century, having a
perpendicular tower and a Georgian
nave and chancel. The interior of
the church is dominated by a lovely
screen of three arches supported by
2 columns which separates the apse
from the nave.
The most prominent feature on the
exterior of the church is a
semicircular porch resting on four
columns.

ST MARY & ST LUKE - SHARESHILL

This handsome small church by
E Banks of Wolverhampton in
square coursed sandstone has a
cruciform plan in late 13th Century
style and south west tower with a
spirelet.

The village is near to the canal.

ST PAUL - COVEN
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In a picturesque lakeside park
setting the church (1742) is built of
warm colourerd sandstone.

Sympathetic additions in 1874-77
included a north aisle and a belfry
stage and octagonal dome to the
square tower.

This very beautiful building is now
in the care of the Chuches
Conservation Trust.

ST MARY - PATSHULL

ALL SAINTS - TRYSULL

The church is constructed in local
Old Red Sandstone and has
fragments dating from the 12th
Century with additions made
throughout the ages.

The church has a fine parish chest
hewn out of a tree trunk dated the
late 1100’s and some beautiful
Victorian windows.

The tower of this fine church
dominates the village and forms a
picturesque backdrop to the village
green where cricket and tennis are
played.

Its tower is 14th Century but most
work is Victorian in late 13th century
style, and there are fine internal
features.

ST BENEDICT BISCOP - WOMBOURNE

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS - HIMLEY

An attractive Georgian church built
in 1764 and set in its own grounds,
which are beautifully maintained.

The church seats about 120, has an
apse with a ‘Good Shepard’
window, some fine oak panelling
and an unusual brass angel lectern.
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS - BOBBINGTON

A small village church, charming in
its simplicity set in a country
churchyard.

Inside is a beautiful Norman arcade
and a medieval font.

In the porch is a 13th century stone
effigy of a civilian.

Enville’s fine ‘landmark’ tower was
designed by Gilbert Scott when the
church was restored in the 1860s.

The nave has massive Norman
columns.

There are two unusual Saxon
carvings and a fine set of
Misericords.

ST MARY - ENVILLE

The ‘Church on the Hill’ has seen
many changes. Its list of ministers
spans the years 1189 to the present
day.

The present church has a 14th
Century chapel and roof and a 15th
Century north chapel. The people
of St Peter’s firmly believe this house
of prayer should be open to all and
the village has a long history of
serving tourists.

ST PETER - KINVER

THE STAFFORDSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST

We hope you will enjoy visiting the churches shown in this leaflet. None of
these churches receive state aid towards their preservation and maintenance
and unfortunately repairs are constantly necessary. The SHCT is a charity
(no240854) which gives grants of up to £3000 to churches of all denominations
in Staffordshire.

We ask you to consider joining the Trust for a minimum subscription
of £10 p.a so that we can continue to offer financial support to
these churches.

For further details please contact;
Hon Sec., Dr Jane Benton, 1 Yew Tree Cottage, Slindon, Stafford.
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I warmly congratulate South Staffordshire Council on their
imaginative initiative in producing this Churches Trail leaflet.
As president of the Staffordshire Historic Churches Trust I

know what gems we have in our County and how important
it is that they should be recognised and appreciated.

Buildings that are old and lovely are also fragile and vulnerable.
Our nation would be so much the poorer without its historic
churches for within them the story of every local community

is told. They are the very fabric of our history.

I am particularly glad that St Mary’s Enville, at which I have
the privilege of being Church Warden, features on this trail.
I hope that all who visit there, and other wonderful churches

in this leaflet, will come away not only refreshed but
determined to do everything possible to ensure they are

enjoyed by future generations.

Sir Patrick Cormack, F.S.A., M.P.

Part funding for this leaflet has been provided by
The Countryside Agency through the

Rural Recovery Programme

For further information contact:
01902 696425

This information is believed to be correct at the time of going to press
but no responsibility can be accepted by South Staffordshire Council

for any omissions or inaccuracies.


